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“It was good for me
to be afflicted” Ben Liu

“It was good for me to be afflicted, so that | might learn your decrees” - Psalm 119:71.

2024 has been a bit of an emotional rollercoaster. It was always going to be a busy year as |
had 2 big exams to get through to be able to pick a medical specialty to train in. Things
seemed to start off well as | passed the first exam early in the year.

However, as the time drew near very close to my 2" exam, | received the shocking news
that my grandma had become unwell. She was taken to the ED in Auckland and after further
testing we found out that her lymphoma had relapsed and therefore there was no further
treatment available. My family were very understanding at the time, and asked me if |
wanted to head back home to see grandma or whether | wanted to focus on studying for my
big exam, as at that time it was just 2 weeks away, and my grandma was going to be going
home for a bit as the exact prognosis was unclear. My grandma was the one who looked
after me for much of the early years of my childhood — therefore | felt like | had to rush back
to see her one more time. On the day | got back, her condition deteriorated and ended up
being transferred to hospice. It was God’s grace that she was still opening her eyes on that
day when | got there, and | got to spend time with her, even though she was quite confused.
She ended up passing away the next night.

Over the next 2 weeks, | headed back to Dunedin and decided to sit my exam anyway, as |
had already done a lot of prep work, and if possible, | didn’t want to wait another whole year
to sit again. After my exam, | was told my grandpa was also not doing very well - he was in
hospital and unlikely to be able to get home. Again, it was God’s grace that Amy and |
managed to get there in time — we spent a day with him in hospital and he passed away that
night.

Another thing that we are grateful to God for is that while my grandpa was still alert, Pastor
Eric from CMI managed to pray with him as part of his hospital ministry. My grandma had
believed in Christ many years before she developed dementia; however, my grandpa had
always refused to believe in God, believing it was like any other religion, and he was
entrenched in the Buddhist beliefs that his mother had imparted to him when he was young.
Even though we never heard from his lips that he believed in Jesus, it was comforting to us
that he had multiple opportunities to come to belief, and we hope that in the future we can
see him when Jesus comes again.

After we buried grandpa’s ashes, | got the email saying that | had failed my exam. | think the
combination of everything that had happened in the past few weeks suddenly caught up to
me. | thought to myself about why God would let all this happen to me, that surely this was
way too tragic. As | prayed to God over the next few days, | realised that | had taken too
many things for granted. All my life | haven’t suffered much in the way of setbacks, whether
that be in my health or in my studies. As | was doing my devotion during this time, | came
across the above verse from Psalms — “It was good for me to be afflicted, so that | might
learn your decrees.” At another time, | would be puzzled by this verse; but this time, |
understood. It was in this time of great suffering that I felt my family was the closest it had
been in a very long time. It was also in this time that after pursuing studies and good grades
for so long that | realised that in the face of the life and death of loved ones, that failing my
exam didn’t really matter — something that | don'’t think | would ever have convincingly said
before. During this time, | also experienced God’s comfort and his love, even if | didn’t
necessarily understand why everything was happening. As Ephesians 4:7 says: “And the



peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.”



PROVIDENCE - Daniel & Grace

2024 was a year filled with God’s grace and mercy.

We truly experienced this verse in Psalm 103 "The LORD is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love"

And the word of our year is PROVIDENCE

Philippians 4:19 “But my God shall supply all your needs according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.”

The biggest thing we want to thank the Lord apart from us getting married was that He is
leading us on to a new journey.

(Grace) Long story short, | felt God was calling me to a different direction in late August after
going to Fiji for a vision trip. However, | just couldn’t understand the WHY and the HOW. |
had been reaching university students for 6 years, working closely with students allowed me
to see the reality of the lives students are living in and know there are a lot of needs for
Christ there and | have seen so many students’ lives being transformed, they went from
death to life, their hearts for Jesus being renewed and their hearts for the Lord grew more
and more. | couldn’t understand and comprehend this voice | heard from God that He is
telling me to leave. | wrestled with Him for months, read His words, prayed so much and had
many conversations with others who have followed Jesus longer to try to make sense of His
calling.

It ended with me knowing that there is also a great need among the second generations who
grew up in the church and heard heaps of things about God, Jesus, the Bible ...etc. And they
need people to journey alongside them, to guide them, to lead them and also a space where
they can safely explore who this God they’ve heard of since young. Working with Student
Life has been great to reach university students, disciple them and send them into the
workplace, but now | think God wants me to focus my energy and strength with our kids in
DCPC, to tell them everything Jesus had commanded us and teach them what it really
means to be a Christian and follow Jesus. Even though | still don’t fully know what God’s
plan is for me, there is one thing | know - He is trustworthy, and He never fails and He will
never fail me. He provided yesterday and He will continue to provide, so | know | will trust
and obey wherever He leads me.

(Daniel) For me, this year has been a year of many milestones! | graduated from University
of Otago at the end of last year, and coming in this new year marked the beginning of me
stepping into the circular workplace. | am super grateful that God provided me a job not long
after at the start of the year, which took me by surprised as some of my fellow classmates
who graduated still didn’'t even get to offer a job interview at that time! This year | not only
got engaged to Grace, but we ended up getting married at the end of the year too! This is a
new chapter for both of us as now we are just like what Genesis 2:24 said: “That is why a
man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.” | am
super thankful for my family who have been very supportive since | was young and helping
me to become who | am today. Previously | have the role of a son and a brother, and now |



have successfully obtain a new role this is........ a husband! This is no doubt another new
milestone in my life. Though a lot has happened this year, one thing remains clear: God is
gracious and He provided all the things that | need. Whether is my job, or my serving at
church, God has provided me with the wisdom and strength | need to faithfully look after
what God has entrusted me with.

We want to thank the Lord for His grace and mercy that He had supplied for us in 2024:

Grace’s dad & brothers could make it to the wedding even tho the flight got delayed
on the day of the flight

Daniel’s grandma, uncle and cousin could come to the wedding

We got married in Oct and the day was magical ~ even though the weather wasn't
the greatest! But God knew what was best for our wedding day & a lot of friends said
they could truly experience God’s love and grace during the wedding! ALL GLORY
TO OUR GOD

WE HAVE ENOUGH even though we currently live on one source of income

God provided 2 staff members to help us catch the flight from AKL to DUD ( only 1
hour 50 mins’ transit time), we went through customs, baggage claim, security and
checked in within 1 hour!!







A Year of Growth — Mabel Lee

Part | - The Prodigal Daughter

2024 was hectic most of the time for me. First year in uni, living away from home, academic
pressure... Things were constantly happening, and work had to be done all the time. Time
with God became less genuine, and my priorities were getting messy. Even when | did my
devotion, my mind was constantly thinking about the work ahead of me. Often, | just wanted
that extra 30 minutes of sleep in the morning instead of spending the time with God. | was
still serving in church and christian groups on campus, but something felt off.

| was not at peace, especially when | became more and more disconnected with the prince
of peace Himself.

Over time, | just got so tired and weary. | started seeing so many flaws and insufficiencies in
myself. | felt unworthy and started questioning, “God, how can | work for you when | am in
such a mess myself?” The evil one was using MY view on my brokenness to drift me away
from Christ. | wanted to do so many things for God, but my heart was just not in the right
place.

| lost sight of God Himself.

But reassuringly, God never lost sight of me.

One night, God painted the story of the prodigal son in my head. “| still love you,” He said.
Oh how great is a father’s love for his son, even after all the wrong things done. When we
come home, He puts the best robe on us, wraps a ring around our finger and RUNS towards
us to hug us, weeping tears of joy for we are like the lost sheep that finally returned.

This is God’s love - an overwhelming, unconditional love.

God doesn’t need us to be perfect. To know about God isn’t to justify how great of a person
we are but to show how much we all need Him. God wants us to come home. It doesn’t
matter who you are, where you’ve been or what you’ve done; He loves you so much, and He
wants you back.

Overwhelmed by God’s love, | started seeing devotion from a different perspective. It's no
longer a routine but rather a privilege, a grace, an opportunity to enjoy God’s presence and
love, and what | like to now call “a date with God”.



Part Il - Being Intentional

Just taking it slow, and seeing God in everything was honestly, pretty amazing. | used to
have the mindset that if | JUST come to church, or if | JUST say a prayer, God will somehow
show me a crazy vision or | will hear an angel speak to me. (Don’'t get me wrong, God can
definitely perform such wonders!) But what happened most of the time was that when | came
to church, | went back home and fell back into the same lifestyle. Church was just a Sunday
thing. | genuinely didn’t think much about God or my faith on a daily basis.

It was at a conference where | learnt about coming to God with an expectant heart.
“Therefore | do not run like someone running aimlessly; | do not fight like a boxer beating the
air.” 1 Corinthians 9:26. It seemed so obvious, but it was only then that | realised how much
I had overlooked this aspect in my spiritual life.

Be intentional with God. Intentionally putting an effort to set apart a time for God,; listening to
the sermon with the intention of even taking away one key sentence in His word;
intentionally seeing God in the little things that happen in life...

You will be surprised by how much God can change you in a week.

Part Ill — Go!

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:17-20

A verse that | believe is familiar to most christians. It's even the key verse at our church
camp a couple of years ago!

Growing up, | knew evangelism was very important in christian’s faith. However, | always
thought, ‘Oh, someone else can do it...I do not have a gift in speech...I can find other ways
to serve...’ Basically like Moses when God called him to go to Egypt. | barely talked about
God to my christian friends outside of church time, let alone those who are still yet to believe.

Around midyear, | was invited to the StudentLife conference. (StudentLife is a christian group
on campus that focuses on sharing the gospel to those around us.) There were a lot of



struggles before going to the conference as | had a pretty important exam just a couple days
after it finishes, but God somehow brought me there. And | am thankful He did.

During the camp, | learnt ways to initiate gospel sharing, listened to many real-life stories of
how God has moved in people’s lives, and most importantly - why everyone of us needs to
share our faith. The Great Commission was Jesus’ last words before he ascended into
heaven. It was His command to not just the disciples but every single one of us today. That
was my wake-up call. | must go.

When | came back after the camp, | went sharing on campus with a mentor once every two
weeks or so. There were many fruitful conversations with atheists, ex-christians and even a
muslim! It made me realise that people really aren’t that scary to talk to, and honestly, most
are pretty interested in the topic of God. | learnt that sharing was not just about bringing the
good news to others; it's also a way to sharpen our understanding of our faith. Although
there is still so much to learn about sharing my faith with others and about my personal
relationship with God, | know that as long as | have a humble heart to serve, God WILL use
me.

All in all, I am so thankful for 2025. There were undeniably a lot of challenges, but these
challenges were what allowed so much growth. God continues to show His goodness and
mercy all the days of my life, and | cannot wait to see what new things He has in plan for me
next year.
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